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Warwickshire Table Tennis Association
Minutes of the Warwickshire Executive Committee Meeting held on Thursday 8 May 2008 at 7.30pm, at Kenilworth Wardens Cricket Club

Members present
Estyn Williams, Caroline Williams, Dave Palmer, John Chandler, Neil Wheatley, Tim Fell, Malcolm Macfarlane.  

1. Apologies

Geoff Taylor, Dorothy Macfarlane, Bob Montgomery

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

CW reported that the General Secretary Alan Healey had resigned unexpectedly and therefore the minutes of the meeting of 6 March 2008 had had to be written by CW from her notes.
The minutes of the meeting were approved, with one amendment changing Armister to Armson MBE in item 12. 

3. Matters Arising

Item 5.0 re Inky Moss:  NW reported that IM has now contacted BM.  IM has already been umpiring all season on a local basis.   

4. To report the resignation of the General Secretary
· Alan Healey: he had written on 17 March 2008 to resign with immediate effect.  The committee agreed to minute that “our thanks should go to AH for his many years work”.  The Association agreed that EW would write to AH to thank him.
· EW reported that various efforts had been made to find a replacement.  BM had suggested DM, MM had suggested Tom Brocklehurst and Ian Stevens.  All had said that they were not interested when approached by EW.

· The lack of a General Secretary causes difficulties because ETTA requires the General Secretary to sign documents on behalf of the county.

· Caroline Williams was appointed pro-tem as the General Secretary until the AGM in June 2008.  
5. Election of National Councillor 2008/09
Estyn Williams was nominated and elected unopposed.

6. Election of Deputy National Councillor 2008/09

Dorothy Macfarlane was nominated and elected unopposed.

7. Correspondence
i) Paul Rouse had resigned as Coventry League representative to WTTA

ii) ETTA on various subjects: - 
· Teams for 2008/09 to be entered by 15 May agreed same as this season:-

  1 Over 60; 1 Veteran; 2 Senior; 1 Junior, 1 Cadet

· Possible rule change in County Championships to reduce number of girls from 2 to 1 and ladies from 1 to 0.  Agreed to vote against it opposing Gloucestershire.  (County Champs AGM 7 June 2008 MM to be rep at meeting)
· Letters suspending Gary Tendler and Rob Wyley-Julian

· ETTA Vice Chairmen elected

· Increases in player licence fees

· Possible rule changes for ETTA AGM

· Details of how to claim under current year’s insurance scheme

· Report by Alex Murdoch on National Council held on April 19 2008

8. Financial report
All income now in, with Premier Club rebate £86
Expenditure - £300 approx to pay County Championship team entries.  Warwickshire Schools should balance between the fees to come in and the hall to pay for.

Excess for year likely to be about £500 - £600, though there is a possibility that Corporation Tax may have to be paid on the interest that we receive.
County Championships 2008/09 expenditure: - the Junior team will be in Division 2 so that might be held in Leamington, but that would be the only division that MM could run.  The Senior A will be away so will be much more expensive.

Fees: - it was agreed to leave the fees as they are.
9. National Councillor’s report
Individual membership – EW reported that this would be postponed for a further year. IM would be taken to the July (or October) Council to be approved probably in October, then there will be 6 months for the Management Committee to go round all the leagues as it will be hard to get 75% approval (45% to 50% already committed).  However there are positive comments in the e-magazine and on the website.

Table Tennis News subscription has gone up by 50 recently since putting a “subscribe now” button on the website.

The ETTA database has 3800 email addresses for e-zine, (though 500+ bounce back) based on 2006/07 data, and it is likely to increase to 6650 using current year’s data.
EW reported that Leamington are now registering non-league playing members (players only attending practice or coaching) or non-players (family members, volunteers etc) at £1 each, who thus will be covered by the insurance. 

10. Arrangements for the AGM
Thursday 26 June 2008 at Kenilworth Wardens.  Agenda has to go out 42 days before.  John Chandler gave his apologies.
11. Proposed new rules of the Association

These were intended to update WTTA and get them in line with ETTA Rules.  The motion was agreed that the new WTTA Rules should be put to the AGM

12. County Championships report
Over 60s finished in 4th place.  They intend to continue playing with Ann for 2008/09 until DM is eligible for 2009/10
13. Publicity report
Latest report sent in this week to TTN.  Templates are being set up on the ETTA website whereby leagues will be able to put their championship results onto the website.  Also the website allows for club posters to be displayed.

14. West Midlands Regional Committee report
NW reported that Chris Newton had advertised on websites for the appointment of coaches but that a meeting on 10 April had been cancelled and no new date yet set. This meeting was to reveal how the coaches were to be used, funding arrangements etc.  It’s known that for Baverstock no charge will be made to the school for providing coaching in the school.  NW is to talk to Chris Newton.
There is also a new “Independent Safeguarding Authority” which will require everyone to register with them in future.

15. Competitions report
Final of the Mackie Cup saw Free Church beat Copsewood.  This was played at Radford Semele.

16. AOB

· Rugby have been awarded a PESTLE coach

· Warwickshire Handbook for 2008/09 – EW will email this around after the AGM for people to check names and addresses, and MM will need to print it in mid / late August.
17. Date of next two meetings
AGM - Thursday 26 June 2008 7.30pm at Kenilworth Wardens Club
Committee - Thursday 18 September 2008 7.30pm at Kenilworth Wardens Club
