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Warwickshire Table Tennis Association

Minutes of the Warwickshire Executive Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 19 January 2010 at 7.45pm, at Kenilworth Wardens Cricket Club

Members present
Estyn Williams, Neil Wheatley, Ian Stevens, Dave Palmer, John Chandler, Caroline Williams, Geoff Taylor and Malcolm Macfarlane 
1. Apologies

Tim Fell, Don Pritchard, Adrian Pilgrim, Jo Outhwaite, 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting 19 November 2009 
The minutes were approved and signed as a correct record.

3. Matters Arising from previous meeting
a) Item 3, a): Cheque signatory – HSBC needed November minutes, which contain formal motions for the new signatories, to be signed, so now that they have will be able to change over shortly. 

b) Item 3, b): Lapel badges: no reply as yet, EW still to chase.
c) Item 3, c): Re TID (Talent Identification Day) and Trials.  DP had emailed to say that he, AP & JO are willing to run these again, with MM’s preparation.  Agreed date 11 and/or 12 September 2010, though MM will be away in Glasgow.  MM to discuss with Rugby whether 1 or 2 days best.   

d) Item 7:  Mark Cohen.  ETTA have now suspended him, though he is appealing against it.
4. Report of the Warwickshire Closed Championships 6 December 2009  

a) Income and expenses both up £100, so profit £591 (similar to 2008).  To be shared with Leamington TTA (£295.50 each).  

b) Agreed to thank Inky Moss for umpiring, all those involved on the desk, and Dot Macfarlane for doing refreshments, especially when she had a broken arm.  
c) New lady to do refreshments for Sydenham events, so we could ask her to do Warks Closed. 
5. General Secretary’s report and correspondence
ETTA Correspondence:
a) Suspension – Mark Cohen (Birmingham TTL). Affiliation terminated under rule 11.3

b) Suspension from all competitive play – Denis Neale.  In breach of Disciplinary Code. 
c) WMRC regarding January meeting.
6. Any other correspondence 
a) MM – CSWSport bursary scheme – will fund requests for costs.  AP & DP are applying as attending level 2 bridging course in March / May.
b) Warwickshire Development Competitions – Day 3 is on 30 January
7. Financial report 
a) MM reported that he expects roughly a £600 profit at the end of the year, as all league fees have been received now, and are up £30 on last year.

b) Fee structure discussion concerning players who play in more than one league in WTTA.  Change to be done for 2011/12 after ETTA fees have changed in 2010/11.  Will need rule changes to go to 2010 AGM. 
8. National Council 
EW reported that he had attended the meeting on 16 January.  Discussions were about: 

a) Individual membership implementation discussed with the biggest problem being that 4 of the  WTTA leagues have not registered their players, which will make more problems for 2010/11.  CW to email Secretaries to remind them, with MM as contact for queries.  Need names, club name (as forms sorted initially by clubs) and email address, or if no email then home address.
b) Insurance – ETTA have agreed a “FAQ” with insurance company – to be sent.
c) Trials – a debate about the scrapping of the Trials system (County to Regional to National to Masters).  2 attempts by Alan Ransome to reverse it, but failed.  Will be reviewed for 2011/12.  

d) Instead there will be a Regional Championship to be held in April at Wood Green.  It was agreed that WTTA would pay for a number of players to attend this, with the player to initially pay it and WTTA to refund after attendance.  This would be based on the numbers attending county trials at Under 15, Under 13 and Under 11, for boys & girls, one place (ie the winner) to be paid for at the Regional Championship if 8 or less entered that category,  two (ie winner and runner-up) if more than 8 entered, three if more than 16 and four if more than 24 entered the category. 
e) Proposal to clarify the rules re bats to go to the ETTA AGM - all players must play with proper bat and rubbers with the rubbers being ITTF approved and on the current list.

f) New website not yet running. 
9. County Championships  
a) Juniors – partly cancelled for snow so 4 teams (Herts, M/sex, Surrey & Warks) to play 3 matches each on Saturday 7 March at Cippenham, and all 8 teams to play on 26 March other matches.
b) Cadets - play at Draycote in February, with stopover at Premier Inn for £90

c) Vets and Over 60 playing shortly.
10. Umpires  
English Open took place proved popular with paying public, but umpires & players less happy.

11. Coaching 
a) Coaching DVD “Butterfly Skills Table Tennis Skills”.  Agreed that WTTA would fund any purchase of these DVDs for lending out, MM to pay refunds on request from coaches.
b) Advanced Training Centre at Maypole – Head of Sport at school is now requesting £10 per hour (initially asked for £15), whilst NW had understood venue was for free, so there will be a further discussion with the school, delaying the centre opening.

c) Coventry Phoenix Club – is starting a small competition for kids (using £500 bequest from Dr Kitty Gray) with 12: 2 for coaching and competition.
d) Coaching Day for county Junior/Cadet and “possibles” at Easter – DP and AP are hoping to run this.  It was agreed that WTTA would pay the costs.
12. Publicity report – no report
13. West Midlands Regional Committee report
Meeting set for January but postponed by snow.  
14. Competitions report not relevant
15. Schools

Individual finals - Friday 29 Jan U16 & U19 Boys, Thursday 4 February U11 & U13 Boys & all Girls.   
16. Webmaster 
Richard Grover now has WTTA login info to update the new page, “Heart of England” Cadet league, RG, DP & MM have access.

17. AOB 
a) GT said that after 42 years, he intends to stop doing Coventry, ETTA and Warwickshire administration and all Table Tennis umpiring at the end of this season.  He may continue to play in Nuneaton league.  He actually started playing at 13, 65 years ago. 

b) NW – ETTA are looking for players aged Under 16 who have physical or mental disabilities to take part in the UK School Games.

18. Date of next meeting
Thursday 25 March 2010 7.45pm at Kenilworth Wardens Club
