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Warwickshire Table Tennis Association
Minutes of the Warwickshire Executive Committee Meeting held on Thursday 18 September 2008 at 7.30pm, at Kenilworth Wardens Cricket Club

Members present
Estyn Williams, Caroline Williams, Dave Palmer, John Chandler, Tim Fell, Malcolm Macfarlane, Geoff Taylor, Dorothy Macfarlane.  

1. Apologies

Bob Montgomery, Don Pritchard
2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 8 May 2008 were approved as a correct record. 

3. Matters Arising
Item 16 AOB.  DP reported that the PESSCL coach funding is on hold until Rugby’s ClubMark status is approved after various people have attended a child welfare course in November.
4. Matters arising from the AGM ( held on 26 June 2008)
The minutes of the AGM had been produced for this meeting although they are not formally approved until the next AGM.  However a number of items needed to be considered:

· CW advised that she had contacted Jo Outhwaite concerning becoming schools rep but had had no reply.  
· CW had also approached Tom Brocklehurst becoming club rep but he was not interested as he was already heavily committed in Leamington.

· It was agreed to ask Don Pritchard to see if anyone is interested in his club to become club’s rep.

· Don Pritchard (Webmaster) had sent a report in, which could be covered as items arose on agenda
5. Talent Identification Day
This had gone well, with information put on the website and circulated.
Matthew Outhwaite had won the Under 15 and Under 18, Jesse Kendrick-Hill was pushed hard but still won the Under 13.

Selection of Junior and Cadet teams had been done taking into account our top two Juniors (Jack Williamson and Alan Caffrey) who were away at Cardiff.  The top three cadets will be in the Cadet team in the County championships.  Although many qualified for the Regional Trials, there were still some vacancies, especially at under 11.  

6. Warwickshire Closed Championships 18 November 2008
MM will send out forms in mid October and has already obtained the free parking permits.  Classes are the same as last year, with entry costs increased by 10p each class to cover increase in hire fees and postage.
DM has had no success in obtaining someone to provide refreshments.  She had tried Sue Clarke and has requested Don Pritchard to put an advert on the website and also ask if Rugby were prepared to run refreshments. 
7. General Secretary’s report
· CW said that she had emailed the league secretaries to find out who their representatives were, without success.  Representatives were confirmed as Birmingham John Chandler; Leamington Dorothy Macfarlane; Nuneaton Dave Palmer.  Coventry would be represented by Geoff Taylor or Bob Montgomery.  
· BM had sent an email explaining that he could not make Thursday meetings and therefore might have to stop.  The meeting felt that it would be a sad loss if BM was unable to continue.  It was agreed that meetings should be held where possible on different days of the week to allow for a spread of commitments.

· ETTA Correspondence:
· AGM minutes

· EGM minutes

· Laws of table tennis

· Annual report 2007/08

· Summary of National Council meeting 26 July 2008 and various committee documents relating to National Council

· Events Calendar 2008/09

· Maurice Goldstein Merit Award nomination form (no-one qualified)

· There was no other correspondence
8. Financial report
Only change is an increase of £4.24, but the Warwickshire handbook production costs have not yet been charged for.

EW reported that the handbook had been produced basically without addresses except for the General Secretary’s.  If a league does not have a website it does show contact details.  New sections included on safeguarding children and insurance.

It was discussed whether the county needed a welfare officer.  It was stated as unnecessary as all leagues have to have one with CRB being done on everyone with contact with children. 

9. National Council report 26 July 2008

EW attended the meeting.

· Report on umpiring and need for more umpires had been discussed. The AETTU are not recognised by ETTA but are taken note of

· Each region to hold courses to get new umpires

· Insurance.  The minimum number of teams to be charged for had been abolished which is good news for smaller leagues such as Stratford.

10. County Championships report
Senior A – 1st weekend 22 November (Ian Ferguson, Scott Prime, Mark Jackson, Helen Turner, Rachel Pilgrim)
Senior B – 1st match Saturday 8 November at Gloucester

Senior B have to play 2 Devon and Cornwall so will have to stay overnight.  It was agreed to cover the extra expenditure.

It was reported this season that the Cadets are likely to struggle in the Premier division, but the Juniors will hope to gain promotion, having been relegated last season and being now stronger as 2 of last season’s cadets are now juniors.

11. County Umpires’ report

DM and GT are covering the matches between them as BM is reducing his load.  Inky Moss has not yet become involved in county level umpiring. 

12. Coaching

DP reported that Adrian Pilgrim is going to run various sessions for Rugby club and for local schools and as well Rugby Borough Council also used the club and AP to run a school holiday scheme.  DP suggestion of “County Coaching Camps” was agreed and in particular that WTTA has sufficient funds to cover any shortfalls in coaching costs to run such short courses, such as 3 trial sessions in holidays.  It was agreed that we could see if WDC or SDC could run such courses using Adrian in the same way.
Adrian Pilgrim was suggested as a possible Coaching Officer for WTTA (with attendance at meetings optional).

13. Publicity report
Report had been sent to TTNews.
ETTA website can now be used for regular reports on events and Tom Brocklehurst had already sent a good report in about the county trials.  The e-zine is now read by many people as well making it and the website more important that TTNews.

Agreed that CW would put information onto website or for e-zine in future.

14. West Midlands Regional Committee report
Latest meeting (the previous Thursday) was attended by Neil Wheatley.
15. Competitions report
Last year 8 teams entered the Mackie Cup.  The form is to be issued in mid October, with a closing date of 30 November.  Possible reminder at Warwickshire Closed.
16. Webmaster
DP requested that we formalise how things are submitted and approved for inclusion on the WTTA web-site by non-committee members.  It was agreed that items should be submitted directly to DP and that he could check with EW or MM as necessary.
17. AOB
DP reported that the Warwickshire Development Competition (WDC) (formerly West Midlands WMDC) is backed by Sports Match and Bribar and should break even.  It was agreed that any shortfall would be covered by WTTA funds.
18. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 18 November 2008 7.30pm at Kenilworth Wardens Club
