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Warwickshire Table Tennis Association

Possible Warwickshire Club Championship – A discussion paper
For the last few years it has been difficult to get entries to the Mackie Cup handicap competition and this year it has not been held due to lack of support. I thought it might be helpful to suggest a possible way forward for discussion.

1. The Mackie Cup would become the Warwickshire Club Championship.
2. The competition would be a straight (non handicap) team competition for six top three aside teams competing in Warwickshire’s leagues.

3. The competition would be a ‘masters’ type event for the top six teams held on a single Saturday or Sunday at the end of the season (late April or early May) at a single venue with at least two tables. 
4. Each team match would be the best of nine individual matches.
5. A general invitation to enter would be issued. Entry would be free but teams would be required to pay a £25 deposit returnable provided they fulfilled their commitments with a full team. 
6. If more than six teams entered in the first year the Executive Committee would select the six strongest teams. Where there was a choice between teams of roughly equal standard the preference would be towards including teams from different leagues. 

7. If the competition were successful in the first year with the result that a lot more than six teams wanted to enter in the second year then a qualification competition for some of the places would be held beforehand between the weaker teams. 
8. The competition would have a knockout format. The two strongest teams would be seeded and receive byes to the semi finals. The other four teams would play two quarter finals with each of the two winners playing in the semi finals against a seeded team. The draw would be arranged to try and keep teams from the same league apart.

9. The schedule would be approximately:-
· 10am The four unseeded teams play the two quarter finals.
· 1pm Two semi finals – each being a seeded team against a quarter final qualifier.

· 4pm Final.

10.. The winning team would be recognised as the Club Champions of Warwickshire and receive the Mackie Cup.
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